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AHOY SHIPMATES, KIA ORA 
 
NAVY DAY To be held on Sunday 4 October 2009.  Parade at 1100 hours.  Fall in at 1045 

hours. Please support us. 
   

MID YEAR DINNER This is being held a wee bit later this year to coincide with the visit of 
HMNZS Manawanui.  It will be held on 10 October 2009 at 1830 hours 
at a cost of $25.00 per head. 
Please let Secretary Sue know by 8 October numbers attending.  
Ph: 863 2413 
 

SUBSCRIPTIONS These are now due at $15.00 per person. 
 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING   To be held Wednesday 7 October 2009 at 1900 hours. 
 
AIR FORCE DAY   To be held on Sunday 20 September 2009.  Parade at 1100 hours. 
 
RAFFLES Please come and support us.      
  12 September  
    7 November 
  12 December 
 
PAID IN DRAW   
  14 – 17 October 
    2 – 5   December  
 
2009 CONFERENCE Secretary Sue and husband Cameron represented our Branch.  Found 
going to conference is very informative.  Branch Rules and National Council Rules are set at 
conference.  No branch can change any rules to suit themselves.  This is so everyone around 
the country are treated the same.  This is what the National RSA wishes to bring in from 
2011 so all RSA are the same and everyone knows where they stand. 
 
WEBSITE We now have our own national website set up and looks great at 

www.rnzna.org.nz 

 
THE DITTY BOX Contact Bill Lochrie at sec@rnzna.org.nz 
   The Ditty Box is available at $12.00 for 4 issues per year. 

http://www.rnzna.org.nz/
mailto:sec@rnzna.org.nz


REAR ADMIRAL DAVID LEDSON’S TALK FROM CONFERENCE 2009 
 
People: We need to increase the number of people in the Navy.  We have 7 new 

ships and need to increase our crews by 240. 
 We need to recruit and retain these people. 
 Most people come from Auckland, but we need to recruit from the whole of 
 New Zealand.  The people they recruit from Auckland don’t last as long as the 
 people we recruit from the rest of New Zealand. 
 We need more CPO’s and PO’s.  Navy is currently doing a major review. 
 16% are leaving annually. 
 30% attrition rate. 
 Medical conditions a major reason for leaving.  Lower limb injuries because 

young ones are overweight and unfit. 
 Average length of service  Men   6 years 
                                             Women  3 – 4 years 
 Every branch are there to go to sea. 
 Need more young ones who really want to be in the Navy,  not trying to get 

out of the area they live in. 
 At present we operate with 70% normal duties and 30% on operations. 
 Navy is deployed for full deployment. 
 30% at shore, 30% at sea, 30% training. 
 
 
Project Protector:  It takes 5 years to commission a new ship and we have 7 new ships   
                              coming.                            
       Canterbury is still doing a great capability .  Will be going to South Pacific 
                              soon. Helicopter – new air force on Canterbury. 
        4 x Off Shore Patrol Boats up into the Pacific etc.  Rubber boats can be   
                              off ship for up to 9 hours.  Can take a helicopter. 
        Aim to become one of the best small Navys in the World. 
                               New ships always have a few hiccups. 
 
 
Maritime Capability:  Anzacs needed.  Maintaining frigates is very expensive.  We are 
           Upgrading Te Mana and Te Kaha to increase engine power.  Replacing 
                                  and upgrading missiles etc. between $300 to $500 million. 
           Replacing Endeavour but may have to keep her going until 2015. 
                                 13 ships, 7 different classes is too much for small navy. 
           Need another big ship like Canterbury. 
 
           Australia, Singapore, Malaysia and New Zealand work together.  Now   
                                 Chile and Japan. 
                         
                                  China and India. 
 
           USA are better than ever. 
 
 
Average Age of Service People:    Navy  21 
                                   Army  28 
    Air Force 34 
 
Ended his talk by presenting Trevor Wylde with the highest award he can give as Head of 

Navy.  



 

This article was given to me by Alf Barber at Conference.  It is about Lachlan 1958.   
 His contact details are as follows: 
Alf Barber, 104 Peel Street, Westport 7825.  Or Email  salibarber@kol.co.nz   or  
Ph: (03) 7896845 

mailto:salibarber@kol.co.nz


 
EMAIL ADDRESS 
If you have a email address I can send your newsletter to,  please send an email to me at 
sue.cam@xtra.co.nz  this will cut down on our postage in a big way and you will get your 
newsletter quicker. 
 
The future of our RSA is in the hands of the members.  If you do not support your local RSA 
we may have to look at amalgamation or closing.  The old saying is now very appropriate. 
 

    USE IT OR LOSE IT 
 
and Service can join at anytime and will only have to pay the 2009 fee of $30.00. 
 
 
PLEASE SUPPORT US IN ALL OUR ACTIVITIES AS OUR NUMBERS ARE NOW BECOMING 
QUITE LOW AND WE ARE GETTING THE SAME 5 TO 7 PEOPLE CARRYING THE WORK LOAD 
AND KEEPING THE NAVY PROFILE UP IN GISBORNE. 

 
If you wish to put any notices in the newsletter please do not hesitate to contact me. 
Sue McKeen 
Secretary/Editor    
          

mailto:sue.cam@xtra.co.nz

